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Space after Sputnik: End of Class Panel Debate

The purpose of academic writing is not simply to produce interpretations and positions that are 
read by the instructor and then never revisited. Scholarship is intended to generate debate and 
discussion not only around texts but the larger implications of the ideas, ethics, and problems 
that they point toward. 

At the conclusion of our course we will be attempting a little experiment of our own; rather than 
write a research paper we will be staging a round table discussion/debate on a subject of your 
group’s choosing that mimics a scholarly conference. The idea behind this is that you will, in 
abbreviated form, experience the process of producing scholarship from the initial idea, through 
research, and into a panel where your ideas become part of a larger discussion within the field 
(even if only of our class!)

As a part of this process you will turn in:

-A paper abstract. (Due to Sakai April 14th before class)

-An annotated bibliography of 8-10 sources summarizing the scholarly research which has 
formed your opinion. This is the substantive backing to your opinions, even though not all of it 
may be directly cited in the roundtable itself. (Due to Sakai April 21st before class)

-A 2 page summary of your position and the evidence supporting it. This will be read aloud at 
the final panel discussion. (Due to Sakai April 21st before class)

Schedule of relevant dates:

April 7th-Brainstorm and select panel topics. Begin researching annotated bibliography over the 
weekend.

April 12th- Bring your annotated bibliography (so far) to your group and discuss your findings 
thus far. Coordinate with your group to produce a panel proposal that defines the topic or 
question your panel will address. This will be turned in at the end of class. Begin drafting 
abstracts and share with your group.

April 14th- Post to Sakai a short 300-400 word abstract for your position/argument.

April 19th- Bring drafts of your summary of your position/argument to workshop with your group. 

April 21st-26th— Panel roundtables! Position paper and Annotated bibliography due to Sakai 
before class.
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